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TRIUMPHAL TOUR THROUGH SOUTHERN INDIA
At  the   Swami's  request  arrangements   were   made im
mediately   to convey  him and   his party across the sea from
the   Island of Jaffna to   the  shores of his own  native   land
The  voyage,  about fifty   miles,   was  commenced  soon afte
midnight, and the weather being favourable, the crossing wa,
throughout delightful    On Tuesday, the 26th of January, a
about  three P. M. the  steamer  carrying  the Swami  and hi
European  disciples  arrived in Pamban Roads.    The  Swam
having been   previously  invited by the Rajah of Ramnad t<
Rameswaram, was about to leave for that place when he hean
of the expected   arrival of the Rajah himself to receive   hir
in person at Pamban in the evening. The Swami was later o:
transferred from the ship in which he had made the voyage t
the State-boat of His   Highness.    As soon as he entered i
the Rajah   and all  his staff prostrated themselves lengthwis
before him.    The Swami, however, raised his royal disciple t
his feet    The meeting between the Prince and the monk wa
a most touching one, both evincing the deepest pleasure.   Th
Swami feelingly  said that as the  Rajah had been one of th
few to conceive of his going to the West and had  encourage*
and helped  him in the  accomplishment of that undertaking
it was highly felicitous that he should meet the Rajah on land
ing on   Indian soil.     When the State-boat reached the shor
he was given a tremendous ovation by the citizens of Pambai
Here,   under a decorated pandal, an address of welcome WE
read and presented to him.    The Rajah added to this a bri<
personal  welcome which  was  remarkable  for its depth   <
feeling, and  then the  Swami gave a short reply pointing OL
that the  backbone of the  Indian  national  life was  neitrn
politics nor  military  power, neither  commercial supremacy
nor mechanical genius, but religion and  religion alone, an
\